Environmental and social influences on skin test results in children.
Skin tests with 13 inhalant allergens were performed in 788 children with respiratory allergy. Positive reactions were common to animal danders (65%), to grass pollens (55%) and to tree pollens (44%) but rare to moulds (13%) and to house dust mite (12%). Children exposed to cows, dogs or horses at home more often had skin test reactions to these allergens than the children not exposed, but reactions to cat dander occurred as frequently in children exposed to cats at home as to those not exposed. Reactions to three pollens occurred most often in children from upper social classes and from urban areas and reactions to house dust mite occurred most often in children from lower social classes and from rural areas. Children with positive reactions to house dust mite came from larger families than children with negative test results.